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A Dame We Knew –A tribute to Dame Cecily Pickerill 

We must remember our pioneers. “Let the people who knew her tell her story”  

Profits from the sale of this Book will be  

donated to... 

 

This is a story about the life and times of Dame Cecily 

Pickerill, a pioneering New Zealand plastic surgeon 

who operated on many hundreds of infants with cleft 

problems. Along with her husband she believed in the 

early repair for a thriving baby. She did not use a series 

of nurses for this but the babies' own mothers, whose 

immunity they passed to their infants and whose love 

covered 24 hour care, seven days a week, no problems, 

no 'H Bug'.  

 

The many stories are written by many people who 

knew her and appreciated her care.  

 

The book honours Dame Cecily, her family and her 

husband ( Sir Henry Percy Pickerill ) who she gives full 

credit to for training her. She has had little public 

recognition until this time, just over 26 years since she 

died in her own hospital, Bassam in Lower Hutt.  

 

We must remember our pioneers.  

 

“Let the people who knew her tell her story” 

About The Author… 

 

 

 

 

 

Beryl Harris a long time Nurse in the Hutt 

Valley was a Theatre Nurse with Dr Cecily 

in 1958 and 1959 when she was just 21 

years old. They remained friends until 1988 

when Cecily died.  

When Beryl realised that memories of Ceci-

ly were being lost and embarked on the long 

road to the publishing of this book. 

Attention Librarians - New Zealand Non-Fiction 



Dame Cecily Pickerill (1903 –1988) 

 Born in Taihape in 1903 and educated at Taihape School and the Diocesan High School for Girls (Auckland). In 1921 she 
began her medical studies at the University of Otago, graduating MB, ChB in 1925 

 1958 OBE for services in the field of plastic surgery 

 1934 Married Professor Henry Percy Pickerill OBE, CBE (First Director of University Of Otago Dental School) 

 1939 Co-founded  Bassam Hospital in Lower Hutt 

 TDame Cecily—Born and Raised in Taihape 

 Involved with NZ Crippled Childrens Society, Laura Fegusson Trust, NZ Red Cross 

 Grew rhododendons at her home “Beechdale” in Silverstream with extensive gardens 

About this book 

 Launched on the 5th of December 2014 at the Upper Hutt Public Library 

 207 Pages 

 Many Colour and B&W Illustrations and reprints 

 Soft Cover 

 ISBN  978-0-473-30727-1 

 Cover picture by Wellington artist Nicky ccc 

 All Enquiries to berylaharris@xtra.co.nz 

 

$40.00 

Plus $6.50 Shipping and Handling, 

We can ship up to four copies per 

bubble envelope, please allow 10-12 

days for delivery as we only post on 

Fridays. 

 

Please Send Me  Copies of "A Dame We Knew" at $40.00 per copy plus $6.50 S&H 

My Details are… 

     

Name  _________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________        

  _________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________        

  _________________________________________ 

 

I have enclosed     Cash / Cheque  I have deposited    into your account 

Cheques Payable to Beryl A Harris or   

Deposit into to Co-op Bank A/C no. 02-1246-0636716-002 

Send orders to berylaharris@xtra.co.nz  or “A Dame We Knew”  

        c/o 8A Murray Street 

        Upper Hutt 
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